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Prime Minister Navin Ramgoolam, and the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of India, Shri Narendra 
Modi, reaffirmed their shared vision for peace 
and prosperity in the Indian Ocean Region and 
for the Global South during delegation level talks 
and exchanges of Memoranda of Understanding 
(MoU) in Varanasi. 
    Both sides comprehensively reviewed the En-
hanced Strategic Partnership and identified new op-

p o r -
tunities to deepen collaboration across sectors of mu-
tual interest that will drive shared prosperity  
 
for both countries, their peoples, and the region. 
    Prime Minister Ramgoolam and Prime Minister 
Modi witnessed MoU exchanges in priority sectors 
such as science, oceanography, power, hydrography, 
community development and capacity building. 
    To further consolidate the longstanding relations 
with India, by opening new avenues of cooperation, 

reinforcing shared values, and providing a solid 
framework for future collaboration across priority 
sectors, the following MoU were exchanged between 
the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Mr Janmajaising 
Bissoondoyal, and the Indian Foreign Secretary, Mr 
Vikram Mish 

• MoU in the field of science and technology; 
• MoU between the Council of Scientific and Indus-
trial Research of India and the Mauritius Ocea-nog-
raphy Institute for research and education in marine 
science and technology; 
• MoU between the Ministry of Public Service and 
Administrative Reforms and Karmayogi Bharat 
under the Department of Personnel and Training, 
India, to work collaboratively towards establishing 
and strengthening a digital capacity building eco-
system;  
• Technical Cooperation Agreement on the cooper-
ation for the establishment of Telemetry, Tracking 
and Telecommunications Station for Satellites and 
Launch Vehicles and for cooperation in the fields of 
space, research, science and appli• MoU between 
the Government of the Republic of India and the 
Government of the Republic of Mauritius in the 
power sector; 
• MoU for the implementation of Phase II of Small 
Development Projects (High Impact Community De-
velopment Projects; and 
• MoU for cooperation in the field of Hydrography. 
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Mauritius - India reinforce  
bilateral ties and strategic cooperation

Rundheersing (Manou) Bheenick, GOSK,  
appointed Chairman of the State Bank of Mauritius 

After some four months of procrastination, the appointment of Mr Rundheersing 
Bheenick has been confirmed as the Chairman of the State Bank of Mauritius 
(SBM).  
    Apparently the delay was due to the fact that Mr Bheenick had to be proven ‘a Fit 
and Proper person’ to occupy this position. Clearance had to be obtained from the Bank 
of Mauritius (BOM) which was delayed. The irony is that Mr Bheenick had himself been 
the Governor of the Bank of Mauritius for two terms between 2007 and 2014, during 
which period he was designated Central Banker of the Year, Africa, by the Banker Maga-
zine of the UK Financial Times publications in 2012. This international distinction has  
been conferred on just another BOM Governor among all those who have occupied this 
position since  BOM’s creation in 1967. The BOM reticence to acknowledge Mr Bhee-
nick as a ‘Fit and Proper person’ is due to the fact he is appealing to court for the pay-
ment of Rs 51 million as wages which were not paid to him as head of the Bank. He 
was paid a token of Rs10 per month during his terms of office. 
    To the layman, it seems rather strange that it can take any length of time for an official 
of the calibre of Rundheersing Bheenick to be confirmed as a ‘Fit and Proper person’ 
for any situation, though the this formality may be a requirement of certain functions.         
    Young Bheenick was one of six winners of the restricted number of laureates of the 
old English Scholarships scheme. Has any of the previous BOM Governors been an 

English scholarship winner? 
    Bheenick obtained admission to Merton College of Oxford University, one of the three 
UK distinguished universities (The other two are Cambridge and London). {The other 
institutions are dumps, according to Blackadder (Now Mr Bean). He, too, is an Oxford 
product.}. Manou Bheenick read Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE). It is per-
haps from his Philosophy studies that he is the personification of humility and modesty. 
No bragging on his part. 
    Manou Bheenick has been a member of the Mauritius Legislative Assembly, Head of 
the Economic Planning Unit under Minister Sir Kher Jagatsingh, twice Minister of Fi-
nance in previous governments of Finance Minister Dr Navin Ramgoolam. His palmarès 
must say that he is a ‘Fit and Proper person’ at a glance. 
    I have the pleasure to know Manou Bheenick since his student days in the UK. As a 
staff member of the old Mauritius Students Unit in London, later part of the Mauritius 
High Commission, I welcomed the laureate when he called at the office in Baker Street. 
After the formalities, I took him to Paddington Station to catch the train to Oxford. At the 
ceremony for the award of the Banker of the Year in 2012 at the Royal Hilton Hotel in 
Aldwych, Central London, to which he invited me, the BOM Governor reminisced about 
that event of his student days. A copy of his speech on the occasion can be accessed 
on the Internet. It is reproduced on the following page (Page 2). P.C.
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Rundheersing Bheenick: 

Central  Banker of the Year 2012, Africa 

Working in the interest of Mauritius  

As stated on Page One, we reproduce, hereunder, from the internet, the speech of Rundheersing  
Bheenick in 2012 on the occasion of his designation as Central Banker of the Year.  This speech gives 

us an idea of the country’s condition at the time  as “a patient in intensive care”.  
Mr Bheenick is one of the two Governors of the Bank of Mauritius to have received this honour.

 
Thank you, The Banker Magazine; thank you, Mr Caplen, respected editor of The Banker; 
 
Thank you, members of the panel for the generous acknowledgement of the Bank’s achievements during these most troubled 
and testing times in living memory. 
 
Thank you, Chairman of the Board of Investment, for hosting this event this evening and for your personal involvement in the or-
ganization of tonight’s function. 
 
I am deeply honoured to have been chosen to receive this prestigious Award of Central Banker of the Year 2012, Africa, by The 
Banker Magazine. This is more, much more, than a personal honour. I see in it an accolade for my family, my friends, my 
teachers, my collaborators, my well-wishers and all those, including my critics, who have made me what I am; I also see this as 
an accolade for the institution which I lead, and for my country. 
 
I am truly humbled, and deeply moved, that such a distinction is being conferred on a Central Bank Governor from a small island 
lost in the Indian Ocean. My country has a population of just 1.3 million, a tiny fraction of the one billion teeming on the African 
continent. Our 
economy is pocket-sized, with a GDP of US Dollars 11 billion, against Africa’s US Dollars 4 trillion. These two metrics suffice to 
bring out the immensity and the extraordinary nature of this distinction – a first in our 45-year history of central banking. We are a gutsy nation; it is in 
our nature to punch above our weight. And we are the first ones to be surprised when we walk away with the prize. 
 
As I stand before you tonight, I am lost for words. Just as I was dumbfounded and incredulous when my long-suffering Chef de Cabinet first announced it to me at the end of a 
regular daily morning one-on-one consultation which had not gone well and had become unusually heated. She had been saving it for the end as a piece of good news. The 
prospect of such an award was not even remotely on my radar and I really thought she was joking or being ironical to defuse the tension. It took quite some convincing before 
I thought it was genuine and could be persuaded to talk to the editor of The Banker. And my first questions to him were: “Why? Why us? What have we done to bring us to 
your attention?” The news was followed by an avalanche of congratulatory phone calls, emails, text messages, and letters from well-wishers the world over. I can tell you it is 
a moving and overwhelming experience. 
 
Lost for words, for once in my career as Governor. I thought I should share these feelings with you this evening. 
 
I accept the Award. I accept it with great humility. I accept it on my own behalf. I accept it on behalf of my colleagues at the Bank of Mauritius, in particular my inner circle, my 
garde rapprochée, who put up with me (well, most of the time), who share my vision, and some of my convictions (and talk me out of others) – without their support, I would 
hardly have been effective, and would probably not have survived this long at the Bank. I accept the Award on behalf of my countrymen. 
 
I accept it on behalf of those who placed their trust in me. Here I have a special thought for the Prime Minister, Dr Navinchandra Ramgoolam, who nominated me to the posi-
tion after I had served as Minister in his first Government from 1995 to 2000. A staunch believer in the 
rule of law, he respects the autonomy and independence of the central bank. Can a Governor ask for more? I was lucky to get more. He stood by me and believed in me, par-
ticularly when I was subjected to a concerted attack from all sides. I may very well be in BIS central bankers’ speeches 1 the top league of governors to have been most re-
viled during their tenure. Goethe had not got it quite right when he said “Viel Feind, Viel Her” – I was blessed with a plethora of enemies but found little honour in it. 
 
More than anything, it is the unwavering support of my Prime Minister that enabled me to maintain an equally unwavering focus on the statutory mandate of the Bank. 
 

A ray of hope 
 
This distinction is also a ray of hope for small jurisdictions like Mauritius. Let this be a source of inspiration for SIDS everywhere. Small Island Developing States, do not des-
pair. We are not condemned to a life of me-tooism. We can plough our own furrow and seek salvation in our own different ways. Regardless of one’s size or location, we can 
all aspire to the premier 
league. 
 
We have in our midst this evening my venerated tutors and mentors from my undergraduate days at Oxford and a bevy of dignitaries – indeed this is the kind of moment that 
you absolutely must share with family, friends, partners, colleagues from international institutions, and all those who walked part of the way with you in your life, personal, so-
cial, professional, or a mixture of all of them. I thank you all for your presence here to-night. 
 
As I landed at Heathrow the other day, my mind drifted off to my first days in England when I was a carefree student, from a remote island colony, a rural country boy from a 
village with no electricity, no telephone, and little running water, who had never spent more than a couple 
of nights away from home, and who could read and write Latin and Greek better than his peers. I was more interested in satisfying my deep curiosity for all the novelties that I 
was discovering. I wasn’t really thinking of my future. In fact, I was wondering what to do with my life. 
 
I was barely out of my teens, not yet twenty. I had a prized seat at Merton College, one of the oldest – if not the oldest – at Oxford University. I was going to read Greats…but 
I was going through an existential crisis. I had successfully resisted my parents’ calls to pressure me to become a lawyer or a medical doctor, the prestigious occupations that 
attracted the six “laureates” of which I was one. I was quite aware that a University education was not vocational or professional training. But I could not help asking myself, 
was there much mileage left in the classics? I had just been reading some Maupassant short stories. The punch line of one of them was fresh on my mind: le latin ne nourrit 
pas son homme! 
 
There used to be an outfit called Mauritius Students Unit, operating from a small office in Upper Montagu Street, off Baker Street, run by an energetic lady called Miss Rittner. 
She set up an interview for me at Merton. Peter Chellen, also with us tonight, used to work at the Unit. I found myself on the short train journey to Oxford – and soon wonder-
ing whether I had alighted at the wrong destination when the first sign I came across on leaving the station sai in huge letters: “Wel-
come to Oxford, the Home of Pressed Steel.” Was this the ancient seat of learning I had been reading about? I was confronted by 
the formidable trio of PPE tutors: John Black for economics, John Lucas for philosophy and Dr Pelczynski for politics. I thank Dr 
Pelczynski and John Lucas, and also Vijay Joshi who took over from John Black later, for being with us tonight. 
 

Continued on 
Page 3



 
 

I do not remember much 
about the interview except 
for some vague recollection 
of having stirred some in-
terest when I qualified 
Greats, the pride of Oxford, 
as being: “backward-look-
ing.”  Anyway, the upshot 
was that I was allowed to 
change over to Modern 
Greats, as the Honour 
School of Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics was 
known. But life is so full of 
surprises – your footsteps 

sometimes take you where 
you do not dream of going 
in the first place. 

Return to Mauritius 
 
To cut a long story short, I 
was swimming against the 
tide when I returned to newly-
independent Mauritius in 1968 
after my studies. The flow was 

very much in the other direction, with people leaving in droves, searching for better 
prospects, as Mauritius was seen as a basket-case with no prospects whatever. My 
journey took me successively to the newly-established University of Mauritius, the 
equally recent Economic Planning Unit of the 2 BIS central bankers’ speeches Prime 
Minister’s Office, the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation in Vienna, 
the Ministry of Economic Planning and Development, the Ministry of Finance, and the 
Bank of Mauritius. I am proud to have been associated with all these institutions and 
to have brought my modest contribution to the construction of the nation. 
 
Every position brought its own unique challenges. When I became Governor of the 
Bank of Mauritius in 2007, I was entering new territory. I was a macro-economist and 
a policy analyst, but not a banker or regulator either by temperament or profession. 
The environment in which banks operated had become very complex and highly vol-
atile – quite a challenge for a newly-minted Governor. I could build on the work of my 
immediate predecessors who had, in their own way, contributed to strengthen the 
banking sector. I also thank the banking community – which is represented tonight by 
Ravin Dajee, Chairman of the Mauritius Bankers Association, and James Benoit, Vice 
Chairman of the Association, 
 
in their normal working life, CEO of Barclays Bank Mauritius and the CEO of Afrasia 
Bank, respectively. The relative success that Mauritius has achieved in economic and 
social development rests on the solid bedrock of regular public/private dialogue. At 
the core of this 
is the dialogue between the Bank and the CEO’s of all banks in Mauritius – which is 
unmatched in its regularity, its frequency and its intensity – which has helped us enor-
mously to shield our small open and vulnerable economy from the crisis. 
 
The award is thus a tribute to the collective contribution of the Government, the Cen-
tral Bank, the banking industry, and the Mauritian private sector. I would like to think 
of this distinction as a celebration of the progress of my country towards economic 
and social salvation. 
 
The crisis throws up new and unexpected problems around the world everyday: un-
certainty persists in financial markets; spillovers on the real economy leave in their 
wake negative sentiment, poor growth and tenacious unemployment levels; fiscal and 
debt sustainability 
concerns cause serious apprehension; and reduced incomes depress consumption 
and investment levels. Amidst such global mayhem, our resource-constrained country 
surprisingly fared quite well. 
 
We have posted positive growth rates throughout the crisis, averaging 4 per cent per 
year ornot far below trend levels. Unemployment is at 8 per cent, a far cry from the 
rising joblessness in some of our major markets. Inflation has come down. Reserves 
have gone up Our banks are solid and well-capitalised. I can be forgiven for believing 
that smallness is no longer a liability. Quite the contrary: it can be a source of added 
adaptive advantage. It gives our policymakers a quick-response capacity and the 
flexibility to change gear quite rapidly to 
adapt to the constantly-changing environment that has become the new normal. And 
this is what has so far spared Mauritius from the worst effects of the crisis. 

 
My five years as Governor coincide almost perfectly with the run of the crisis. As can 
be expected, they have certainly not been de tout repos. I initiated the practice of is-
suing an annual Letter to Stakeholders, where I highlight the activities of the central 
bank during the past year. I titled my last letter, issued two weeks ago, “Pummeled, 
Hammered, Buffeted…But Still on Course!”. I was referring to the economy, but the 
title may also serve as a short-hand description of my own tenure as Governor. Pum-
meled, hammered, buffeted, I may have been but, through thick and thin, I have kept 
my eyes firmly focused on the best interest of the nation as I sought to live up to the 
trust placed in me to lead the Bank of Mauritius. 
 

A tough job for the Governor 
 
Governors have a very tough job in a crisis-ridden world. They are constantly the sub-
ject of public scrutiny. They are the butt of jokes, the target of criticism, the object of 
much invective, with their fitness – occasionally their very sanity – being publicly 
questioned. They walk a 
tight rope most of the time. They need to take bold and timely decisions that make 
them unpopular. If they shirk such decisions, they court disaster. It is a case of 
“damned if they do, and damned if they don’t”. Yet, they have to remain resolute, de-
termined to do whatever their 
BIS central bankers’ speeches 3job entails. If they are unlucky, they are terminated, 
with their gubernatorial life being – if I 
can borrow some words from Hobbes – “nasty, brutish and short.” I have a long list of 
“Thank you’s” tonight. I could have kept it short and said simply: I thank my parents 
for making it possible – and family, friends, and colleagues for making it necessary. 
But that won’t do, will it? So, please bear with me for a few more minutes. Let me call 
a few to take a bow. 
 
Zbigniew Pelczynski, Emeritus Fellow of Pembroke College, the Politics Tutor, I 
shared with Bill Clinton. John Lucas, Fellow of the British Academy, Emeritus Fellow 
of Merton College, my tutor in Philosophy. Vijay Joshi, Senior Research Fellow of St 
John’s College, Emeritus Fellow of Merton, and my tutor in Economics after John 
Black left Merton to take a chair in Exeter University. I thank them for the guidance 
and advice that they gave me, a young country bumpkin, and helped to make me the 
man I am today. I am extremely grateful to them. 
 
I would have wished to mention each and every teacher, family member, friend and 
collaborator by name for their contribution – I can assure you I am not lost for words 
when it comes to gratitude – but time constraints and your patience prevent me from 
doing that. 
 
I thank my mother, my wife of 40 years, my son and my daughter for the sacrifices 
they have silently endured, while I was away from home – which was most of the 
time, since even when I was there physically, I was not really there – I am your prov-
erbial absentee parent – absorbed by my other concerns and responsibilities. I thank 
my wider family who share my patronym for stoically accepting their lot when they 
have had to take part of the flak as I have never ceased being publicly lambasted and 
pilloried, and called all manner of names – some of which you cannot mention in pol-
ite company – since I traded the comfort and anonymity of the civil service mandari-
nate for the hurly-burly of politics and the unrelenting public spotlight in an unforgiving 
environment where fair comment has long lost the battle against outrageous libel and 
quasi-criminal defamation. Some, closely-related, regret the shared patronym and 
have been known to disown the connection. I understand. Lately, others – 
quite unrelated – claim a close relation. Such is life. 
 
My professional career was much enriched by my interaction with colleagues from 
the World Bank, the IMF, the Commonwealth Secretariat, and elsewhere. I thank Mi-
chel Devaux and Paul Blay, both of the World Bank, and both here tonight, for the 
great support they gave in the dark days when Mauritius was a patient in intensive 
care, undergoing structural adjustment in the early 1980’s, and for their friendship 
ever since. I thank Bishnu Persaud for his support in equally-critical work on small is-
land-states. I thank Percy Mistry for being a goading critic and a constant source of 
encouragement. 
 
I thank Michaela Smith, and through her, the entire network of the Commonwealth 
Partnership for Technology Management, for always pushing me in new directions at 
that critical interface where academia and technology intersect the world of politics. I 
thank Ian Downing for being such a great Master of Ceremonies tonight. I thank 
Maurice Lam and the Board of Investment for sponsoring this event. I thank The 
Banker for having provided the reason to bring us all together. And thank you very 
much, all of you, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, for gracing the occasion with 
your valued presence. 
 
Finally, beyond those I have mentioned and all of you present here tonight, I am also 
grateful to all those who, one way or another, extended some moral support to me in 
times of need. I am referring here, in the words of Luther King, to all those “people 
who make a successful 
journey possible – the known pilots and the unknown ground crew.” 
 Thank you for your attention.
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From Page 2  -  Bheenick ’s  speech 
(Cont inued)

Editor’s note: 
In reproducing the above speech, i have purposely inserted a few breaks to facilitate reading. 
    In the paragraph which I have highlighted in red, Manou Bheenick talks of an outfit, The Mauritius Students Unit (MSU), in Upper Montagu Street, off Baker Street, headed 
by Miss Rittner, an English lady. That outfit was a branch of the Mauritius Ministry of Education in London to welcome new students from Mauritius and to monitor their welfare 
throughout their stay in the UK. The laureates received their monthly allowances from this office, via The Crown Agents, located in Westminster. 
    Before the creation of the MSU, students from Mauritius were looked after by the Colonial Office (later the Commonwealth Office). In those days the number of students 
from Mauritius could be counted on the fingers of a few hands. When they were arriving by the hundreds, going to every sort of educational institutions, polytechnics etc, the 

Colonial Office asked every colony to have their own students advisory office in the UK. Miss Rittner was seconded from the Colonial office to create the MSU. (P.C.) 
  



The championship kicked off on Saturday, September 13, at the Japan National Stadium in Tokyo 

For nine days more than 2,000 athletes from 200 nations will compete for glory in track, field, and road events. There are 147 medals 
up for grabs and prize money totalling £6.2 million. 
 
    

Additionally, there is also a kids' programme that includes sports competitions, behind-the-scenes tours and activities to inspire future athletes 
and to encourage young people to be active. 

World Athletics Championship Tokyo 2025  

 13 - 21 September 
9 Days of Unforgettable Action

In the political world, there was a time when competent  in-
dividuals, instead of giving up when faced with difficulties, 
would react with increased effort and steadfast determina-
tion.  
    Nowadays, it seems at the first sign of trouble, leaders and 
politicians worldwide are quick to resign and abandon their 
positions.  
    It is hardly a case of "when the going gets tough, the tough 
gets going"; instead it feels more like "when the going gets 
tough, the tough throw in the towel." 
    On Sunday, September 7,  2025, Japan's Prime Minister 
Shigeru Ishiba announced that he would step down and not seek 
re-election in the upcoming Liberal Democratic Party's (LDP) 
leadership contest, after serving as Prime Minister (PM) for 11 

months. 
    One reason for his decision was his belief that it was the re-
sponsibility of his administration to pave the way for the ne-
gotiations regarding US tariffs, which he called a national crisis.  
Perhaps his resignation ultimately serves the greater good if he 
feels he can no longer effectively lead his administration in a 
particular direction.  
    It was on September 27, 2024, that PM Ishiba won the leader-
ship race and was officially sworn in as Prime Minister on Oc-
tober 1 of the same year.  This marked his fifth attempt to secure 
the leadership position. If only he had shown the same fighting 
spirit in his leadership role that he displayed during his pursuit 
of the position, five times, perhaps a resignation could have 
been avoided.  
    Campaigning for the new PM will begin on September 22, 
with the election set for 4 October, 2025, when the nation will 
learn who their new Prime Minister will be. 
   Change of leadership is so frequent in Japan it has often been 
compared to the game of "musical chairs." 

Since 2020, there have 
been four Prime Ministers 
to date: 
Shinzo Abe, who was 
tragically assassinated. 
Yoshihide Suga (2020-
2021), Fumio Kishida 
(2021-2024) and Shigeru 
Ishiba (2024-2025).  The 
fifth will assume office 
next month in October.   
    The leaders may vary, 
but their party, the Liberal 
Democratic Party, has 
maintained power since World War II. 
    Everyone I meet in Japan wants a change from the old guard 
yet continues to vote for the LDP, often lamenting the lack of a 
real alternative. 

I can only say: nothing changes, if nothing changes. 

Credit @WCH Tokyo 25

Japan News 

From Mylene

A round-up of the championship in pictures 

Japan National Stadium, Tokyo.  (Copyright: World Athletics Christel Saneh)

Relay race for kids 
Copyright:  Christel Saneh

Copyright: Mattia Ozbot

Gold, Silver, Bronze medals  
Copyright: Dan Vernon

On your marks, get set, GO! 
Copyright: Mattia Ozbot 

Copyright: Mattia Ozbot

Botswana's Olympic 200m champion Letsile Tebogo. 
Kids Athletics Ambassador 
Copyright:  Monirul Bhuiyan

Come On Nippon! 
Copyright: Pamela 

Smith 

On Tokyo Streets  
Copyright: Mattia Ozbot

Records broken. Copyright: Dan Vernon

Japan Prime Minister 
Shigeru Ishiba Resigns

Mr Shigeru Ishiba 
Pic: Courtesy Nippon News
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UK Mauritians celebrate annual  
Père Laval Mass in London

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The UK Mauritian community is happy to enlist the supprt  
of Bishop Hendrick who for the past few years has been 
the prelate celebrating the Eucharist for the annual mass 
at St Bonniface Chuch. it’s a tradition that was started  in 
the 1960s by late Antoine Marcel, Chairman of the As-
sociation Chrétienne des Mauriciens a Londres (ACML), 
at the Notre Dame de France in Leicester Square. 
 
In the 1980s the Père Laval Benevolent Society (PLBS) 
was created under the impetus of Guy and Christane 
Saide, Peter Chellen, Lidnsay White, France Dooknah 
and others from South London.  
 
The annual Père Laval Mass was celebated by the PLBS  
for several years at the St George’s Cathedral on the 
Westminster Road in Southwark with Reverend Father 
Pannett as the celebrant priest.  
 
In 1990, the PLBS invited Cardinal Jean Margéot, Head 
of the Catholic Church in Mauritius. in the context of the  
Marian Year (Année Mariale), to celebrate the Père Laval 
Mass at the St George’s Cathedral in Southwark.  
 
The PLBS in the year 2000, in association with the As-
sociation Chétiennne des Mauriciens de Londrnes 
(ACML), in the context of the new millennium  invited the 
new Head of the Catholic Church, Bishop Maurice Piat 
(now Cardinal), to celebrate the Père Laval on 9 Septem-
ber. The Bishop could not come because of the general 
election in Mauritius that was to be held on 11 September. 
Mgr Margéot came again to celebrate the Père Laval 
Mass, also known as the Millennium Mass, which was 
that time held at the Westminster Cathedral in Victoria. 
Members of the PLBS has raised funds to order a small 
bust of Père Laval, which was kept at the during the year 
at the Congregation of the Holy Ghost Fathers in Bickley. 
 
Owing to bereavements within the PLBS, it was felt 
necessary to pass on the activities of the society to 
another group of people, Peter Chellen, the founder of the 
BLPS, looked around and thought that Regis Carpanen 
could be a good bet. He agreed and suggested a new 
name: The Pére Laval Association (UK). For certain ob-
vious reason Regis Carpanen handed the Asoociation to 
his friend Richard Ridonaut. 
 
Since then, the Pere Laval Associatio (UK) has been 
regularly organising the Annual Pere Laval Mass for the 
past ten years or so attracting a faithful congregation. We 
publish on this page a letter from the Association thanking 
those who have helped with the Mass this year, 
 
. 

 
 
 
 

The Members of the Père Laval Association (UK) gathered, as in previous years, at the St Bonniface 
Church on the Micham Road in the Tooting Broadway area to celebrate the annual Mass of Blessed Jac-
ques Désiré Laval, the French missionary who dedicated his life to bring the Gospel to the newly emanic-
pate slaves in Mauritius from the time of his arrival on the island from 1841 until his death in1864.

From Père Laval Association (UK) 
 
On behalf of the Pere Laval Association 
UK, a huge Thank-You for your support, 
love and complimnets, 
 
Your contributions to our charities in Maur-
itius are greatly appreciated. 
 
We really cannot do this work without the 
support of all members of the community. 
 
A huge Thank-You to Bishop Hendrick, the 
altar servers, Yolande, Eldon and the choir. 
Also to DJs Shaney and Mel Armoogum, to-
Tropical Flowers Dancers, Marie-Claire, the 
Caterers Sylvan Zoil, Lilllianne Quallo and 
team, to Photographer Michel Marain, and 
toJacques Roussel. 
 

Père Laval Pray for us. 

Pictures: Copyright Michel Marain
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